
 

Door County Partnership for Children and Families 
Parent Education Group Meeting Minutes 

Chambers Room –Government Center 
July 17, 2017 

10:30-11:30AM 
 

Attendees: Tenley Koehler (UWEX), Candis Dart (Partnership for Children and Families), Callie Krauel 

(DCMC), Rebecca Davis (Partnership for Children and Families), Julie Davis (Boys & Girls Club of Door 

County), Mary Ellen Smith (DC Public Health), Katie Van Laanen (DC Public Health), Julie Grondin (Family 

Services), Tara Sternard (Parent Representative), Nikki Voight (Door-Tran) 

1. Introductions/Agency Updates  
a. Candis stated that the big news for the Partnership is that Rebecca Davis started 

last Monday (7/10/17) as the new Community Connector for the Partnership. 
b. Callie stated that Heidi Derbick is now able to take patients again, as they have 

found collaborating doctors to work with her. 
c. Boys & Girls Club:  Julie Davis stated that the Club is very busy and is about 

halfway through their summer programming.  The Club is currently open 11 hours 
per day. 

d. Mary Ellen talked about Safe Kids Door County Day and shared the Save the Date 
flyer.  Safe Kids Door County will take place on Saturday, August 19th from 9-1 at 
the Door County Fairgrounds in the Junior Fair Building.  The event is free, and 
there will be food available for purchase from the Door County 4-H concession 
stand.  There will be several different safety related activities and booths.  We are 
still in the process of getting registrations.  There is also a Facebook page and 
event for Safe Kids Door County.  Please like and share!  
https://www.facebook.com/safekidsdoorcounty/   

e. Katie mentioned that Public Health (Katie and Sue) will be doing a QPR for Suicide 
Prevention training on August 1st from 1-2 p.m. in the Peninsula Room at the 
Government Center.  This is open to all Partnership members and to the public.  It 
is a training that is appropriate for adults and older teens who attend with a 
responsible adult.  Even if you have already been trained in QPR, a refresher is 
always a great idea.  

f. Julie stated that Family Services is still busy. 
g. Door-Tran:  Nikki talked about the Needs Assessment Survey that is currently 

being conducted.  They need everyone to take the survey, because they want to 
really understand the transportation needs in Door County.  The survey can be 
found at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DoorCountyNeedsAssessment.  
Please share this link with anyone who has not yet taken the survey.   

h. Nikki also mentioned that the Door-Tran Fun Event will take place on Sunday, 
August 20th from 2-5 p.m. at the Egg Harbor Fun Park. 
 

2. Next Meeting date/time will be Monday, August 28th, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. 
a. The meeting will be held in the Chambers Room at the Door County Government 

Center.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/safekidsdoorcounty/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DoorCountyNeedsAssessment


 

3. Large group updates: 
a. Updates from Executive Committee 

 No new updates from the Executive Committee.  The Committee did not 
meet in June, but will meet again this Friday, July 21st at 11:00 a.m.    

b. Door County Parents Website/Facebook updates 

 We are excited to have Rebecca working in our office, as this will allow us to 
make changes and updates to the website faster.  We are continuing to work 
on the provider section of the webpage.  Hopefully this will be available 
soon. 

 It was asked to have the links to the website and Facebook pages sent out. 
1. The Village Facebook page: www.facebook.com/doorcountyparents  

a. If searching for this page on Facebook, search for 
doorcountyparents 

2. Door County Parents website:  www.doorcountyparents.com  
 

4. Raising a Thinking Child/I Can Problem Solve Update 
a. Teach Me How to Think workshop – May 22nd, 2017  

 Tenley shared the results of the survey that was sent to attendees after the 
workshop.  The results were positive; however, it should be noted that not 
everyone completed the survey. 

 Julie Davis asked if the training could be held again in the Fall, so that Boys & 
Girls Club staff could attend.  Tenley suggested that she could also do a 
training just for their staff if they wanted 

b. Raising a Thinking Child 

 Candis is now trained to be a RTC Facilitator.  At this point, Tenley will still be 
the one teaching the classes, but Candis will be available to back her up when 
needed. 

 The question was asked if we advertise the program to the parochial schools.  
We are not sure that it was done with the previous sessions, but we will 
reach out to those parents for upcoming sessions.   

 How do we reach Northern Door?  There were a few parents in the spring 
session who were from Northern Door and indicated that there would be 
other parents who were also interested. 

1. Is it a possibility to host the class via webinars?   
2. The question was asked if our grant allowed us to offer the class 

outside of Sturgeon Bay.  While the Wisconsin Partnership Grant 
through the Door County Public Health Department might be specific 
to Sturgeon Bay (we need to look into this), the Partnership does 
have other funds available that can be used to offer sessions in other 
areas.  Candis will talk to Amy Kohnle about the Partnership’s budge 
and figure out what funding is available. 

3. Rebecca mentioned that she could reach out to Sevastapol, since she 
has several connections there.  

 For ICPS, only Sturgeon Bay staff are trained.  Should we look at training 
other schools?  Tenley would be willing to train any staff that expressed 
interest. 

http://www.facebook.com/doorcountyparents
http://www.doorcountyparents.com/


 

 It was asked if we could do two sessions at the same time and possibly look 
at doing one session during the day. 

 Other comments: 
1. 8 weeks is a big commitment for parents 
2. Could we hold it at an earlier time?  8:00 gets pretty late for the kids, 

especially if the family has to travel. 
3. Webinar option? 
4. The parent members of the Parent Ed Committee agreed that they 

feel like they slowdown in October, so that would be the best time to 
start the next session. 

 Childcare for RTC: 
1. The question was asked:  Do we think providing childcare is 

necessary?  The committee agreed that we should do everything we 
can to keep providing childcare.  This makes it easier for the parents. 

2. How do we make this more organized?  During the spring session, we 
had difficulty finding people who were willing to assist with childcare. 

3. It was suggested that we create a job description for the childcare 
staff, so that people knew what was being expected. 

4. Is it a possibility to hire local daycare providers? The YMCA? 
5. Can we get grant funding to pay for 1 person who is trained and 

background checked, who will be present at each week?  (possibly 
the Raibrook Foundation?)  Candis will look into the Partnership’s 
budget to see what funding is currently available.   

6. Is it possible to have some of the High School Service Learning 
students help with childcare?  (would be partnered with an approved 
adult) 

 Meals for RTC: 
1. The committee felt that we need to continue to offer the meal, 

especially if we start the classes earlier in the evening.   
2. Do we want to keep it a family style meal?  Or should we ask parents 

to eat during the class? 
a. The idea was to promote the family eating together, so we 

would like this to remain the concept. 
b. There is research that shows the importance of family meals 

3.  Perhaps we can shorten the family meal time?  Many families arrived 
towards the end of meal time.   

4. The suggested evening time would be meal from 5-5:30 and class 
from 5:30 – 7:00. 

 It was suggested that Rebecca should attend the classes, so that she knows 
the concepts and can recommend the classes to the families she will be 
working with. 

 The Committee is asked to do some brainstorming of locations, meal ideas, 
and childcare opportunities.  

1. Julie suggested that if we held a class during the day, the Boys & Girls 
Club would likely be an available space.   



 

5.  Review Goals  
a. Tenley provided copies of the logic model that was developed from the goals that 

were set at the last Parent Ed Committee meeting in April. 

 These were reviewed and everyone agreed that it looked good with no 
necessary changes. 

b. The group discussed the Family Well-being Survey that was done in 2016.  The 
Committee agreed and confirmed that they had previously decided not do to the 
survey again in 2017.  Rather, the Parent Focus Group was meant to take the 
place of that.   
 

6.  Fall Event Planning 
a. Parent Cafés: 

 Candis shared the information that she received from Manitowoc County 
about the Parent Cafés that they do. 

1. They use a program called Parent Café in a Box 

 Tenley shared information about Parent Cafés from her colleagues in 
Extension.  The curriculum that they use is used by several counties. 

 Tenley also shared information about Block Parties and will be meeting with 
some of her colleagues soon to learn more (Block Parties are opportunities 
for parents and children to learn and play with blocks) 

1. Parent Cafés are meant to be more parent focused 
2. Block parties are meant to be more about the parent and child 

together; more geared towards younger children 

 Could we do both events?  Would it target different audiences or the same 
audience? 

 The Committee will continue to brain storm ideas and will discuss at the next 
meeting. 
 

7.  Other 
a. It was suggested that we try to advertise Raising a Thinking Child and the 

Partnership at the upcoming Altrusa Back to School Fair (August 5th)  

 Can we be there to promote the Partnership and our resources as a way to 
occupy the parents?   

 Candis will look into this. 
 

The next Parent Education meeting will be Monday, August 28th, 2017 at 10:30 a.m., in the 

Chambers Room of the Door County Government Center.  

 

Every Child. 

Every Family. 
 


